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Project Himalaya was an ecological and cul-
tural field trip to the heart of the Indian state 
of Uttaranchal, located in the foothills of the 
North Indian Himalaya. Inspired by the USP 
module Biodiversity and Conservation Biol-
ogy (taught by USP Professor Maharaj K 
Pandit), 24 USP students formed an expedi-
tion team and took on the task of planning 
and shaping the field trip, which took place 
for two weeks in May to June 2006.

Project Himalaya sought to: 
• Explore the biodiversity of the Himalayan 
ecological systems, sustainability issues of 
modern development, and the life-sustain-
ing interdependency between communities 
and ecology;
• Enable a beyond-the-classroom experi-
ence in a different social, cultural, economic 
and political setting, providing a lateral vi-
sion of critical thinking, leadership skills and 
experiential service-learning;
• Adopt an interdisciplinary approach to 
learn about conservation issues in North 
India and Singapore; 
• Ignite the passion for social concerns in 
an inter-connected world. 

The expedition was hosted by the Himalay-
an Action Research Centre (HARC), situated 
5,000 ft above sea level in the Indian state 
of Uttaranchal. During the field trip, USP 
students learnt from eminent academics 
and environmental conservation leaders, 
interacted closely with local people and 
farmers, and visited various biodiversity-
rich areas in and around the Yamuna Valley 
in Uttaranchal. In the evenings, students 
engaged in group learning and reflective 
evaluation to make sense of their experi-
ences. Post field trip, the students show-
cased their experiences and shared their 
lessons learnt and aspirations, photos taken 
and a video of the field trip via a discussion 
forum and an exhibition.

STUDENTS’ NOTES
The experience of treading through forested 
lands and mountainous terrains, terraced 
hills and swift rivers, revealed to us an 
entirely different reality. The exposure to 
the rural life and the natural environment 
led us to be more acutely aware of our own 
lifestyles in urban living. It set us into think-
ing about reconciling the opposing forces 
of development versus environmental 
preservation, and of learning to live simply. 
Our fervent discussions often unearthed in-
numerable questions, for which we continue 
to search for answers. We began to realise 
how we, in our developed nations so far 
away and dislocated from nature, could be 
responsible for the devastating environmen-
tal changes which those living in a close 
relationship with nature have to suffer for. 
Many of us left feeling committed to do our 
bid to help stop environmental degradation 
for humanity’s sake.
—Tan Li Ling

I found the opportunity to meet the very 
people who were involved in the NGO work 
particularly engaging and valuable. To hear 
about their ethos and practical experience 
was insightful learning for me. Being able 
to commune with nature for two weeks, as 
well as to immerse in an entirely differ-
ent environment, was itself a big learning 
experience about the world for an urban kid 
like me.
—Ma Yong Zheng, John

We learnt from the field how things were 
run in a different region. Being attached 
to HARC enabled us to have a greater 
understanding of location-specific problems 
and the actions taken to address them. We 
also interacted with the community and this 
allowed us to contribute to the people living 
in the area.
—Vinod Krishnan

Interviewing a local seer.

The biodiversity collection at the Forest 
Research Institute.

Opposite:
Daily group discussion at the Himalayan 
Action Research Centre.

USP OVERSEAS STUDY TRIP

Project Himalaya
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The NUS-in-Yale Summer Programme was 
launched in 2006. Administered by USP, 
NUS undergraduates (mostly from USP) are 
recruited annually for this five-week aca-
demic study stint to Yale University. They 
study and interact with Yale students, reside 
in Yale residential colleges, and experience 
many aspects of undergraduate life there.

The first batch of ten NUS students, com-
prising eight USP students, set off for Yale 
in June 2006, chaperoned by USP Faculty 
Dr Yew Kong Leong. The second batch of 
ten NUS students, also comprising eight 
USP students, set off for Yale in June 2007.

STUDENTS’ NOTES
Classes were always delightful—for two to 
three hours, fifteen or so people annexed 
one large wooden table and engaged in 
intense exploration on various topics. The 
American zest for “hand-raising” was tem-
porarily intimidating, but as I joined in, the 
openness of class debates was infectious. 
My classmates had a keener sensitivity to 
the flaws in their system and the tensions 
in their society than I’d expected, allowing 
discussions to reach fulfilling depths. In my 
philosophy class on Tolerance, there were 
just eleven of us, but what an incredible 
range of characters—six Yalies and five 
others, comprising Irish-American, Mexican, 
Chinese, Canadian, Catholic, Jew, Mormon, 
Protestant, Atheist, Adopted child and Gay. 
The American foundation as an immigrant 
society encourages a broad acceptance of 
differences, which is celebrated as diversity. 
Liberty breeds respect, quirkiness is valued, 
stereotypes are consistently questioned. 
The Yalies are talented, engaging, opinion-
ated, diverse and approachable, providing 
stimulating conversation and inspiring com-
pany in and out of class. This stint is really a 
dip into American education at its finest.
—Wong Pao En, Chelsea

I particularly looked forward to mealtimes in 
the residential college dining hall as I would 
get to meet many friendly and fascinating 
people. Conversations were long and there 
was a collective reluctance to end them. For 
me, the highlight was when friends gathered 
at BAR, a trendy restaurant that served 
excellent pizza and beer, to celebrate my 
twenty-first birthday. My five weeks at 
Yale were busy, intellectually-stimulating, 
eye-opening, fun—undoubtedly the best 
summer I’ve ever had.
—Ong Sin Yee

We were exposed to an Ivy League college 
life and a bewildering range of courses to 
choose from. The environment was com-
petitive while at the same time liberating. I 
left with the conviction that it is pride that 
drives the Yale students to excel. The pride 
to uphold the Yale culture and tradition… 
I’m impressed.
—Alvin Koh 

My classes really blew me away. The course 
on Economic Intelligence and Espionage 
treated me to an extensive insider look at 
the various clandestine operations carried 
out by intelligence agencies around the 
world. Now, I can conduct some mini-coun-
terintelligence operations of my own back 
home…Yale has a supremely cosmopolitan 
pool of talent. I made friends with people 
from all over the world and garnered a great 
deal of alternative perspectives from my fel-
low summer school attendees, which really 
broadened my intellectual dimensions.
—Low Hui Ping

I got to experience diversity at its best. It 
makes me realise that there’s always some-
thing out there to explore, and that it really 
is just an arm’s length away.
—Chin Hui Lin

Living and studying at Yale University.

Interacting with Yale University professors.

Opposite:
Attending the Tolerance, Intolerance and the 
Intolerable philosophy class.

USP SUMMER ACADEMIC EXCHANGE

NUS-in-Yale
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Funded by Dr and Mrs Lee Shiu, the Lee 
Shiu Summer Programme brings together 
undergraduates with strong leadership po-
tential from China, Hong Kong, Singapore 
and the United States to discuss issues 
related to the development of China. 

In 2006, USP partnered with Chung Chi 
College, the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, and Tsinghua University to organise 
this Summer Programme, in line with NUS’s 
effort to facilitate its academic, enterprise 
and outreach activities in China.

For one month from 13 July to 12 August 
2006, 12 USP students joined 67 other 
specially selected students from more than 
ten universities to discuss the theme China 
Tomorrow—Perspectives from Three Cities: 
Hong Kong, Singapore and Beijing. Through 
seminars, workshops, visits, field trips and 
high table dinners held at the three cities, 
the student delegates studied the phe-
nomenon of China’s rise and examined the 
challenges that China would face tomor-
row in her pursuit of power and peace in 
the world. After the month-long period of 
intensive study and exploration, the student 
delegates shared their findings at the Lee 
Shiu Young Leaders Forum held in Beijing.

STUDENTS’ NOTES
A unique feature of this programme was 
the opportunity to visit three cities all in a 
month. By actually going to these cities 
and interacting with many different people, 
we were better able to grasp, compare and 
contrast policies, ideologies and perspec-
tives.
—Kang Kay Wee, Clement 

In Beijing, 79 of us student delegates lived 
in Tsinghua University. In two weeks, we 
attended talks on the cultural, social, eco-
nomical and political nature of “China To-
morrow”. Visits to the Beijing 2008 Olympic 

Committee and the Lenovo Headquarters 
gave us a glimpse to how China is shaping 
up to influence the world economically 
through the organisation of a major sporting 
event in the former, and the acquisition of 
IBM’s PC Manufacturing in the latter. 
—Wang Zhenghao, David

Early morning breakfast at the cafeteria, 
malted soy milk from the 7-Eleven store, 
then hitting the enriching seminars. Climb-
ing the hill to go to the school library, 
staying up later to do research, culminating 
in furious typing of our paper at the laptop. 
Avid discussions, much disagreement, 
and then eventual consensus about our 
research topic. Museum trips, shopping at 
Mong Kok and Sha Tin, trips to Kowloon on 
the boat, near-death rides at Ocean Park for 
all the fun you could possibly have. Work 
and fun combined sums up the Hong Kong 
leg of the Lee Shiu programme.
—Shamima Banu

As with all other USP programmes, the 
Lee Shiu Summer Programme included 
a rigorous research component with the 
end goal being that the participants learn 
more about an emerging China and role of 
the Chinese diaspora. Towards the end of 
the Beijing leg, my group was selected to 
present our research paper at the Lee Shiu 
Young Leaders Forum. Many nights of hard 
work paid off when our thesis—A Workable 
Framework to combat Institutional Corrup-
tion in Mainland China using the lessons 
learnt from Hong Kong, Singapore and 
Macau—was ultimately well-received by the 
many academics and students who graced 
the abovementioned event. 
—Vikram Parsani

Living and interacting with fellow pro-
gramme participants at Peking University.

Attending a seminar with students from the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Peking 
University, and Tsinghua University.

Opposite:
Visit to Tiananmen Square and the Imperial 
Palace in Beijing with students from  
Princeton University and the Chinese  
University of Hong Kong.

USP SUMMER LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME

Lee Shiu Summer Programme
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Venture Kampuchea was an overseas 
service-learning youth expedition project 
initiated and led by USP students. The 
expedition took place from 11 to 30 Decem-
ber 2006, and involved a team of 24 USP 
students traveling to the rural village of 
Phangna, Kampong Speu province, on the 
outskirts of Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

The expedition provided an opportunity for 
USP students to study first-hand the rela-
tionships between development, econom-
ics and education. USP students reached 
out to help the children in the village of 
Phangna through:
• An infrastructure project to upgrade an 
elementary school. In the process, the team 
introduced activities like tree planting and a  
sports day for the school.
• An education project to teach the el-
ementary students the English language as 
well as to share with them knowledge of 
personal hygiene.
• A community outreach project to distrib-
ute toys, clothes and picture books which 
were collected in Singapore to the commu-
nity in Kampong Speu through school and 
home visits.

In addition, USP students visited historical 
sites in Cambodia and interacted with the 
local community to understand and appre-
ciate their culture. Detailed cultural docu-
mentation of the expedition was undertaken 
to enhance the learning experience.

STUDENTS’ NOTES
Though we have learnt the skills of living on 
a budget and subsisting on the basics, the 
more valuable thing which we have taken 
home is empathy for the less privileged 
and having a mindset of being mentally 
prepared for difficulties. We also realised 
that notions of poverty and happiness 
differ among individuals; people whom we 
perceive as poor may not see themselves 

as such, and may be happy and contented 
with their simple lifestyle. The interactions 
with the local children, the villagers and 
many other Cambodians helped us to better 
understand their history, culture, and life-
style. We are amazed at their perseverance 
and optimism, even after experiencing one 
of the most brutal regimes in history—the 
Khmer Rouge Regime.
—Tay Jingmin and Koh Xin Tian

Though our language barrier posed difficulty 
in teaching the children English, the whole 
experience was fun and fulfilling as several 
of them could read and write at least a few 
more words or letters by our last day there, 
and their conversational English had also 
improved. For me, the entire experience of 
teaching these children was very inspira-
tional. I realised that having a chance to be 
educated was actually a privilege.
—Yip Shu Fen, Mabel

We decided to plant flowers and trees to 
beautify the school, and to do that, we 
had to build the brick borders of the flower 
beds. As simple as it seemed, building 
the brick borders was no easy feat! From 
making measurements to removing weeds 
to laying bricks and applying cement over 
them, the hope to give the school children 
the best brought out the perfectionist side 
of all of us. It was really heart-warming to 
see the team taking turns to lay bricks, ap-
ply cement, act as quality control, treating 
one another to sugar cane juice. After a day 
of hard work, the completed brick borders 
with “VK06” (Venture Kampuchea 2006) 
carved on them brought a smile to my face.
—Lim Zhining, Valentia

Laying the foundations for more greenery.

Teaching school children how to read and 
write basic English.

Opposite:
Introducing sports day to the school.

USP YOUTH EXPEDITION

Venture Kampuchea
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A selection of USP-organised or supported 
trips taken by USP students within a typical 
academic year is shown here.

USA
George Washington University
19–28 Feb 2006
Dialogue programme
9 students

USA
Harvard University
19–25 Feb 2006
Exchange conference
3 students

China
Yunnan University, Beijing Foreign Stud-
ies University, Jilin University, Northeast 
University
16–31 May 2006
Summer programme
18 students

Switzerland
University of St. Gallen
16–21 May 2006
International academic conference
2 students

Greece
European Cultural Centre of Delphi
23–27 May 2007
European Cognitive Science Conference 
1 student

China, Hong Kong
Tsinghua University, Chinese University of 
Hong Kong
12 Jul–12 Aug 2006
Summer programme
12 students

.....

USP Overseas Experiences
India
Colaba, South Mumbai
2–25 Jul 2006
Youth expedition
6 students

China
Peking University
Mid 2007–Mid 2008
Cultural immersion programme
1 student

USA
University of Oregon Clark �Honors College
Sep 2005–Jun 2006
Exclusive exchange programme
7 students

Australia
The Australian National University
Feb 2007–Jun 2008
Joint degree programme
1 student

China
Peking University
21 May–3 Jun 2006
USP module study trip
28 students

USA
Brigham Young University Conference 
Centre
20–21 Oct 2006
Biotechnology and Bioinformatics  
Symposium 
1 student

Turkey, Malaysia
Fatih University, University of Malaya
8–23 Dec 2006
Study trip
19 students

Vietnam
Quang Nam, Danang
9–30 Dec 2006
Youth expedition
21 students

USA
Northwestern University 
22–25 Feb 2007
International Youth Volunteerism Summit 
1 student

Cambodia
Kampong Speu, Phnom Penh
11–30 Dec 2006
Youth expedition
24 students

USA
Harvard University
1 Jun–1 Aug 2006
Laboratory research programme
1 student

India
Himalayas
20 May–5 Jun 2006
Field trip on biodiversity
24 students

Canada
University of Alberta 
9 Jul–17 Aug 2007
Summer programme
1 student

Japan
Fukuoka, Dipterology Congress Centre
23–28 Sep 2006
International life sciences congress
2 students
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South Korea
Gwangju, Kimdaejung Convention Centre
26–29 Oct 2006
Asia youth culture camp and forum
3 students

Greece
Kos Island, Athens
10–21 Jul 2006
International psychology convention �and 
award presentation
1 student

USA
Yale University
Jun–Jul 2006
Academic summer programme
8 students

USA 
Stanford University 
7–20 May 2007
Summer programme
15 students 

USA, Canada, Europe, Japan
6 Jan–10 Jun 2007
Global leadership programme
1 student

China, Hong Kong, Malaysia
Guangzhou, Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malacca
6–25 May 2007
Field trip on Chinese Migration in  
Southeast Asia
9 students

USA
San Francisco
14–19 Aug 2006
RealAcad Venture Management Camp 
1 student

Norway
Trondheim
16–25 Feb 2007
International Student Festival
6 students

USA
Boston
15–18 Feb 2007
Harvard National Model United Nations 
Conference 
1 student

USA
New York 
30 Mar–2 Apr 2007
Harvard College China-India Development 
and Relations Symposium
5 students

Greece 
Island of Spetses 
20–24 May 2007
Congress of the International Association of 
Biomedical Gerontology 
1 student

Japan
Kyushu University 
2 Jul–10 Aug 2007
Summer programme: Asia in Today’s World 
1 student

Australia
James Cook University, College of Music, 
Visual Arts and Theatre
3–17 Jul 2007
World Interplay Festival 
2 students

China
Beijing
17–20 Aug 2007
Academic conference, Harvard Project for 
Asian and International Relations 
2 students

Hong Kong 
University of Hong Kong 
23–24 Aug 2007
Business conference, Harvard Project for 
Asian and International Relations
7 students
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Our History, Vision,  
and Objectives
The University Scholars Programme (USP) 
is an interdisciplinary academic programme 
for National University of Singapore (NUS) 
undergraduates. USP admits 180 students 
each year, and offers the freedom to explore 
across disciplines, a wide range of extracur-
ricular and overseas opportunities, and a 
community of exceptionally motivated and 
talented students.

USP provides an environment for explora-
tion, collaboration, and creative discovery. 
Its unique modules are designed to develop 
interdisciplinary thinking. Learning extends 
beyond the classroom through a wide range 
of research, internship, community involve-
ment, and study abroad opportunities. USP 
aims to produce graduates with the intellec-
tual rigour, initiative, and innovational spirit 
to make significant contributions to society.

Brief History
Created to provide intellectual, leadership, 
and personal development for highly moti-
vated and talented students at NUS, USP 
evolved from the university’s two predeces-
sor programmes, the Talent Development 
Programme (TDP) and the Core Curriculum 
Programme (CCP).

Aimed to train future leaders who sought 
breadth and excellence in undergraduate 
studies, TDP had its first intake in 1996. 
TDP students were given opportunities to 
pursue enhanced or specialised courses 
through independent study and research 
in chosen fields of study, within their own 
faculties. In 1999, CCP was launched. Mod-
elled on Harvard’s Core Curriculum Pro-
gramme, it aimed to provide a broad-based 
education with an emphasis on writing and 

critical thinking, and an appreciation of the 
connections between different disciplines. 
In July 2001, USP was incepted as a fusion 
of these two programmes with the first 
intake of USP students.

Our Vision
To be a talent programme that produces 
graduates who lead in forging new insights 
and mindsets across disciplines and cul-
tures.

Our Objectives
1. To attract and develop a diverse range 
of talented individuals who demonstrate 
the potential to be leaders in intellectual, 
economic, cultural or social spheres in 
Singapore and the world.

2. To build and nurture a close-knit and 
vibrant community of scholars (compris-
ing faculty, students and alumni) that is 
committed to excellence in their diverse 
interests.

3. To enable this community of scholars 
to be connected to the global network of 
scholars, through dialogues and strategic 
collaborations.

4. To continuously innovate to provide an 
enriching and globally-oriented educational 
programme, aimed at stretching the stu-
dents’ intellectual, leadership, and personal 
capacities.

5. To provide students with the best of the 
world through tie-ups with world-leading 
innovative educational programmes.

USP Global  
Programme
The USP Global Programme provides 
resources, supports and plans for activities 
that help USP students gain a global out-
look, apply their interdisciplinary learning, 
and develop leadership capabilities.

USP’s administrative and academic staff 
provide students with guidance on student-
initiated or -organised activities in line with 
USP’s objective to forge leadership in the 
intellectual, economic, cultural and social 
spheres in Singapore and the world.

The USP Global Programme is a unique 
platform provided for USP students to 
initiate and customise their own learning 
experience in a global context. USP Global 
Programme activities are generously sub-
sidised by USP. Activities which have been 
sponsored by the USP Global Programme 
include:

Seminars and Symposia
• ASEAN University Network Educational 
Forum & Young Speakers Contest
• Forum on “World Religions and the 
Search for Peaceful Co-Existence”
• Singapore Institute of International Affairs 
University Seminar
• USP-World Bank Symposium

Overseas Study Programmes
• Harvard College in Asia Project
• Lee Shiu Centre for Intercultural Learning 
Summer Programme
• NUS-in-Yale Summer Programme
• Project Himalaya
• Sino-Singapore Undergraduate Exchange 
Programme
• Study Programme on Contemporary 
Muslim Societies
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• USP-George Washington University Two-
City Dialogue Series
• USP-Singapore Institute of International 
Affairs Summer Programme on Southeast 
Asia
• USP-Stanford University Summer Pro-
gramme

Overseas Youth Expeditions
• Action Africa (South Africa)
• Big Hands, Bigger Hearts (Philippines)
• Destination Danang (Vietnam)
• Play to Aid(s) (Thailand)
• Project Maitri (India) 
• Venture Kampuchea (Cambodia)
• Venture Relief (Sri Lanka)
• Venture Vietnam (Vietnam)

For more information, visit  
usp.nus.edu.sg/global_programme.

USP Student Grants
USP is committed to providing wide-rang-
ing opportunities for its students to stretch 
their creative and critical faculties, to hone 
their intellectual and leadership qualities, 
and to cultivate a global outlook.

To enable students to take advantage of 
overseas research and learning opportuni-
ties, USP Student Grants provide additional 
resources available specifically to USP 
students other than those from their home 
faculties or the university.

USP students are free to utilise USP Stu-
dent Grants for either USP Global Pro-
gramme activities, or other activities. The 
two categories of funding are:

USP Overseas Study and Research 
Grants
USP Overseas Study and Research Grants 
are meant for USP students to:
• Present a paper in an academic confer-
ence;
• Attend a conference, course or workshop;
• Participate in an internship or attachment;
• Pursue research opportunities.

USP Student Activity Grants
USP Student Activity Grants are meant 
for USP students to initiate and organise 
activities in line with USP’s objectives and 
enhance community building amongst USP 
students.

USP Student Grants have supported USP 
students in the following:
• Harvard Project for Asian and International 
Relations
• 6th International Congress of Dipterology
• Apple World Wide Developers Conference
• China-India Development and Relations 
Symposium

• Exhibition “Bodies and Relationship: 
Selected Works of Lee Sik Khoon”
• Global Village for Future Leaders of Busi-
ness and Industry
• International Council of Psychologists’ 
64th Annual Convention, and 26th Interna-
tional Congress of Applied Psychology
• International Student Competition Sympo-
sium (St Gallen)
• International Student Festival (Trondheim)
• WorldSmart Leadership Program

For more information and grant application, 
visit usp.nus.edu.sg/studn_grants_prog.
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USP Student  
Opportunities
As a holistic educational programme, USP 
encourages students to think about their 
career paths even as they are enrolled as 
undergraduates. USP students are invited 
to explore and participate in the many 
career and post-graduate opportunities 
sourced and created by USP through its 
industry and alumni networks.

Opportunities include the following, con-
ducted both locally and overseas: 
• Internships and research/work attach-
ments;
• Career and personal development talks 
and workshops;
• Recruitment and networking sessions;
• Scholarships sharing sessions.

In addition to the above, USP helps stu-
dents leverage on other career development 
resources and opportunities available on 
campus.

For more information, visit  
usp.nus.edu.sg/studn_oppt.

USP Facilities
USP General Office
Block ADM, Level 6
USP administrative staff are available at 
the USP General Office to assist USP 
students on a wide range of student needs. 
Students approach staff on matters such as 
academic advisory, student grants, intern-
ships, career and post-graduate opportuni-
ties. Staff members help students access 
opportunities which are available at the 
university level, as well as those exclusive 
to USP students.

USP Classrooms
Block ADM, Levels 5, 6, and 7
Most USP classes are conducted in class-
rooms located at Block ADM, levels 5, 6 
and 7.

USP Faculty Offices
Block ADM, Levels 3, 5, and 6
The offices of USP faculty are located 
at Block ADM, levels 3, 5 and 6. This is 
where USP students meet USP faculty for 
academic advisory and one-to-one tutorials 
and discussions.

USP Writing Centre
Block ADM, #03-13/14
USP Writing Centre offers USP students 
assistance with academic writing through 
one-to-one sessions with trained student 
writing assistants. It is modelled on estab-
lished centres at leading universities such 
as Harvard and Cornell. These sessions 
help students negotiate the writing and 
thinking process from brainstorming, to 
drafting, to revising.

Reading Room
Block ADM, Level 6
The Reading Room on level 6 is open for 
USP students to embark on self-study in-

between classes. It is equipped with a wide 
range of reference books, magazines, and 
videos for loan.

Multimedia Lab
Block ADM, #06-19
Equipped with 15 personal computers, the 
lab allows for USP students to do general 
computer work, internet surfing, picture 
scanning, and CD/DVD authoring. The lab 
also houses a pay-per-use printer for stu-
dents to do printing. It is also equipped with 
Photoshop software for graphics editing.

Cyberart Studio
Block ADM, #05-01
The Cyberart Studio trains USP students in 
areas such as Cyberart, digital media pro-
duction, cyberculture, game design, infor-
mation society, and scientific visualization 
through intensive studio-based workshops, 
seminars, and guest lectures. It houses 
20 Macintosh G5 MacPros capable of 
switching between Windows or Macintosh 
platforms. They are equipped to do digital 
painting, multimedia content creation, video 
editing, animation, and music composition.

Cyberart Project Room
Block ADM, #05-08
The Cyberart Project Room is a multimedia 
project room designed for students taking 
Cyberart and new media modules. In here 
are 6 Macintosh G5 MacPros for doing 
content creation and video editing.

Explorations Lab
Block ADM, #03-05/6
The Explorations Lab is a science dem-
onstration room, where USP classes and 
experiments in the science and technolo-
gies domain are conducted. An adjoining 
project room is available to USP students 
to embark on and complete their group 
projects.
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The Chatterbox
Block ADM, Level 3
The Chatterbox is a student lounge area for 
USP students, where students interact with 
one another, study and discuss projects, or 
relax. The Chatterbox is also home to USP’s 
student club, the University Scholars Club 
(USC).

For a virtual tour of USP facilities, visit usp.
nus.edu.sg/resources/facilities.

USP Advisors
In addition to the guidance and support of-
fered by USP administrative staff, each USP 
student is assigned a USP faculty member 
as advisor. USP students are welcome to 
make a connection with their advisors as 
early as possible, and keep their advisors 
updated on their developments throughout 
their USP journey. This will enable their ad-
visors to render the most appropriate form 
of assistance when needed. USP students 
may look forward to a fruitful mentorship 
with their USP advisors.

USP advisors are empowered to provide 
the following specific forms of assistance: 
• Guide students in their choice of USP 
modules;
• Guide students in planning a personalised 
course of study for USP modules;
• Interact with students on the subject of 
their career and personal goals;
• Suggest areas and activities for achieving 
the student’s goals;
• Help students with any problems that they 
may experience while at USP;
• Connect students with resources and 
resource persons on matters outside USP.

For an updated list of USP Advisors and 
their contact information, visit usp.nus.edu.
sg/staff/faculty_staff/faculty.

USP Student and 
Alumni Networks
Two important networks contribute to 
USP’s close-knit community. They are the 
University Scholars Club and the Scholars 
Programme Alumni Network.

University Scholars Club
All USP students are represented by Univer-
sity Scholars Club (USC), USP’s student 
representative body. The club is entirely run 
by USP students for USP students. Besides 
contributing to a vibrant USP student life, 
USC serves as an additional out-of-class-
room platform for USP students to develop 
their leadership, intellectual and personal 
capabilities through the many events and 
activities that USC organises and imple-
ments. USC also serves as an important 
bridge between the USP student and USP 
administrative and academic staff. For more 
information, visit usc.usp.nus.edu.sg.

Scholars Programme Alumni Network
USP students benefit greatly from the USP 
alumni network, Scholars Programme Alum-
ni Network (SPAN). Not only do USP alumni 
provide industry links for career opportuni-
ties, they return to USP on a regular basis 
for sharing sessions and workshops. USP 
students obtain first-hand accounts of what 
life is like after university and the many op-
tions available, from the perspective of the 
USP graduate. Visit usp.nus.edu.sg/alumni 
for the latest updates.
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USP Awards, Certifi-
cate, and Testimonial
USP Awards
In recognition of the diverse talents and 
achievements of USP students, the follow-
ing medal, awards and prize are awarded to 
outstanding USP students or graduates on 
an annual basis.

Joanna Wong Gold Medal 
This award is presented to the graduat-
ing student from USP who best embodies 
the ethos of the programme. The student 
has been evaluated for academic excel-
lence and for commitment to co-curricular 
activities. Academic excellence is assessed 
by Cumulative Average Point. Co-cur-
ricular involvement is evaluated based on 
participation and leadership in activities that 
foster learning beyond the classroom such 
as USP Global Programme and University 
Scholars Club activities.

Vice-Chancellor’s List
The Vice-Chancellor’s List recognises ex-
cellence in intellectual and leadership quali-
ties among students who graduate from 
USP according to these criteria: outstand-
ing academic accomplishment (first-class 
honours degree awarded by the student’s 
home faculty); and outstanding contribu-
tions to student-led activities through 
USP Global Programme and/or University 
Scholars Club.

Sung Kah Kay Memorial Prize
The Sung Kah Kay Memorial Prize is 
presented to the graduating student in 
USP who best exemplifies scholarship and 
academic excellence. The Sung Kah Kay 
Memorial Prize identifies the graduate as a 
leader in independent and interdisciplinary 
scholarship.

USP Recognition Awards
USP Recognition Awards are presented to 
two students from non-graduating cohorts 
in recognition of their contributions to USP 
through both academic accomplishment 
and/or co-curricular activities. Criteria 
for excellence may include exceptional 
academic talent, exceptional leadership in 
co-curricular activities, or a combination of 
both.

USP Certificate and Testimonial
The USP Certificate is awarded at the USP 
student’s commencement upon:
• completing all USP academic require-
ments; 
• completing the honours requirement of 
the home faculty/school; and 
• receiving at least a second lower honours 
degree. 

USP students are expected to maintain a 
Cumulative Average Point (CAP) of 3.5 and 
above throughout their course of studies. 
This USP CAP requirement of 3.5 is a step-
ping stone for USP students to achieve the 
fundamental academic goal of honours in 
their home faculty.

The USP Testimonial documents the USP 
student’s accomplishments—both academ-
ic and co-curricular—while at USP. It is a 
valuable addition to his/her curriculum vitae 
as the student moves on to pursue further 
professional and academic endeavours.

Applying to USP and 
the Selection Process
Applying to USP
USP admissions open every year with 
NUS’s general admissions exercise.  
In addition to their NUS application, ap-
plicants are required to submit a separate 
USP application, together with a short 
essay. The USP application form is available 
at usp.sg. Applications may be submitted 
online or via post before the closing date of 
2 April each year.

Students applying after the closing date of 
2 Apr will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis, subject to the availability of places. 
National Service (NS) men who are suc-
cessful in the admissions exercise to join 
USP, will have a place reserved for them in 
USP in the year that they matriculate into 
NUS.

There is no monetary scholarship associ-
ated with admission to USP.

Selection Process
Shortlisted candidates are contacted to at-
tend an interview. Applicants are assessed 
on the basis of the essay and the interview, 
in addition to academic and co-curricular 
achievements.

USP seeks applicants with the following:
• Academic aptitude;
• Leadership potential;
• Passion to learn beyond a narrow field of 
specialization;
• Passion to forge interdisciplinary under-
standing and possibilities;
• Motivation to pursue active and independ-
ent learning;
• Interest to make a positive contribution to 
society, in Singapore and beyond.
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Frequently Asked 
Questions
How much does USP cost?
NUS fees are based on the home faculty 
you join. There is no extra fee to enrol in 
USP. 

Is USP a scholarship?
USP is not a scholarship. USP students 
can apply for scholarships at NUS or other 
scholarship providers. For details on NUS 
scholarships, please visit nus.edu.sg/oam/
scholarship.

Can any NUS applicant apply to USP?
Applicants who are applying for admission 
to any one of our partner NUS faculties 
or schools (Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences, Faculty of Science, Faculty of En-
gineering, NUS Business School, School of 
Computing, School of Design and Environ-
ment), may apply for USP.

You may apply to USP even if one of the 
above is not your first or second choice 
of faculties or schools (e.g. 1st choice 
Medicine, 2nd choice Dentistry, 3rd choice 
Science). However, your place in USP (if 
selected) is contingent upon your accept-
ing an offer to study at one of the above six 
partner faculties and schools.

What is interdisciplinarity?
An interdisciplinary approach examines a 
subject using knowledge and methods from 
multiple disciplines.

Why is interdisciplinarity important?
Many significant problems are believed 
to be solvable only by interdisciplinary 
approaches. For example, a solution to 
global warming is likely to involve science, 
economics, and international relations. Ap-

ple attributes the success of the iPod to the 
way it integrates design, engineering, and 
marketing.

What is a writing module?
All USP students choose one of USP’s 
renowned writing modules in their first year. 
The writing module provides the tools to 
craft compelling arguments and exposi-
tions, and forms a foundation for pursuits 
both in university and beyond. Writing 
modules are taught seminar-style with a 
maximum of 12 students per class, and 
include ample one-on-one tutorials with 
USP professors. 

Can I switch major?
USP students may apply to switch major 
and/or faculty up until the end of their sec-
ond year. (Non-USP students may apply to 
switch faculty up until the end of their first 
year.) For advice on switching criteria and 
process, simply consult your USP academic 
advisor.

What other for-credit options can I pur-
sue in USP?
Apart from USP’s interdisciplinary modules, 
students also earn academic credit in the 
following three ways:

1. Academic Inquiry
USP students with an interest in research 
may embark on independent study under 
the mentorship of a professor. This gives a 
head start in a research or research-based 
career. Other academic options open to 
USP students include double-degree and 
double-major programmes, such as:

• ANU-NUS PhB/BSc(Hons) Joint Degree 
Programme
This is a four-year Joint Degree Programme 
between Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) 
of Australian National University (ANU) and 
Bachelor of Science (Honours) of NUS, 

which can be taken in three fields of study: 
Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics. This 
is offered exclusively to USP students in the 
Faculty of Science.

• ANU-NUS PhB/BA(Hons) Joint Degree 
Programme
This is a four-year Joint Degree Programme 
between Bachelor of Philosophy (Honours) 
of ANU and Bachelor of Arts (Honours) of 
NUS, which can be taken in four fields of 
study: English Literature, History, Philoso-
phy and Theatre Studies. This is offered 
exclusively to USP students in the Faculty 
of Arts and Social Sciences.

2. Cultural Immersion 
USP students who are keen to develop cul-
tural capabilities and networks in a foreign 
country have the option to pursue cultural 
immersion at an overseas partner university.

3. Entrepreneurial Development 
USP students who want to experience an 
entrepreneurial culture have the option of 
spending a year in one of NUS’s Overseas 
Colleges in leading entrepreneurial and aca-
demic hubs of the world: Silicon Valley and 
Philadelphia (USA), Stockholm (Sweden), 
Shanghai (China), and Bangalore (India). 

How do I embark on Independent Study 
Modules (ISMs) as part of USP’s cur-
riculum? 
You may embark on ISMs through the fol-
lowing ways:
• Individual or Small Group Study: A stu-
dent or a group of students designs and 
completes a project under the guidance of 
a faculty member.
• Masters or higher level course-based 
modules: A student completes a Masters or 
higher level course-based module. 
• Enhanced Year 3 or 4 modules: A student 
signs up for and enhances a Year 3 or 
4 module into an ISM. In addition to the 
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standard course requirements, the student 
undertakes additional research at greater 
depth. Compared to non-USP students, 
USP students taking this route may have 
the weightage on examinations lessened, 
with greater weightage placed on continual 
assessment on their project work and term 
papers.

Can I apply to join USP if I am doing a 
double degree programme?
Yes, you can apply to join USP provided 
your home faculty is one of our six partner 
faculties, namely, Faculty of Arts and Social 
Sciences, Faculty of Science, Faculty of 
Engineering, NUS Business School, School 
of Computing, School of Design and Envi-
ronment. For example, if you matriculate in 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences (FASS) 
and are doing the double degree pro-
gramme in Economics and Law, then you 
can enrol in USP since FASS is one of our 
partner faculties.

Can a student apply to USP if his/her first 
choice of faculty is Law or Medicine or 
Dentistry?
Prospective students who are applying 
for a place in Law, Medicine or Dentistry 
can still submit their application to USP, 
even though Law, Medicine, and Dentistry 
are currently not USP partner faculties. In 
the event that the applicant is not offered 
a place in his/her first choice faculty, it is 
possible for him/her to join USP if he/she 
is offered a place in a subsequent choice 
faculty that is a USP partner faculty. 

What facilities does USP offer?
In addition to other campus facilities, USP 
students have access to:
• USP Writing Centre 
• USP Reading Room 
• The Chatterbox 
• USP Multimedia Lab 
• USP Cyberart Studio 

• USP Cyberart Project Room

What is the USP community like?
USP students, professors, staff, and alumni 
have diverse backgrounds and talents, yet 
are united by their passion and motivation 
to pursue their interests and create signifi-
cant outcomes. The USP community bonds 
over intellectual and social activities and 
events, many of which are organised by the 
University Scholars Club, its students club, 
and Scholars Programme Alumni Network, 
its alumni society.

What are the academic expectations of 
USP students?
USP students are expected to maintain a 
Cumulative Average Point (CAP) of 3.5 and 
above throughout their course of studies. 
This USP CAP requirement of 3.5 is a step-
ping stone for USP students to achieve the 
fundamental academic goal of honours in 
their home faculty. USP students are also 
expected to participate in USP activities 
and contribute to USP.

What degree does the USP student 
graduate with?
The USP student graduates with the 
honours degree of his/her home faculty. 
In addition, he/she also receives the USP 
Certificate and the USP Testimonial. 
Outstanding USP students graduate with a 
range of USP awards bearing testimonies to 
their academic and non-academic achieve-
ments.

USP Open Days
For a chance to interact with USP faculty, 
students and staff, drop by at the NUS 
Open House and the USP Open House. 

NUS Open House
The NUS Open House is held annually on 
the weekend following the release of the 
GCE “A” Level examination results. USP 
faculty, students and staff are present at the 
USP booth to share their experience and 
answer any questions you may have. 

USP Open House
The USP Open House is held one week 
after the NUS Open House. In addition to 
interacting with USP faculty, students and 
staff, prospective students are welcome to 
tour USP premises and facilities. Simply 
register your interest in the USP Open 
House at the USP booth at the NUS Open 
House, or register online at USP’s admis-
sions portal usp.sg.
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Contact Us 
For more information, please contact:
University Scholars Programme
National University of Singapore
Level 6, Block ADM 
10 Kent Ridge Crescent
Singapore 119260

Tel: +65 6516 4425
Fax: +65 6773 1012
Email: usphelp@nus.edu.sg

usp.nus.edu.sg
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USP would like to thank all students,  
alumni, faculty, and staff who have  
generously contributed their time and  
effort towards the production of this  
prospectus.

University Scholars Programme
Prospectus
First published 2007

Branding and design:
Mindwasabi
www.mindwasabi.com



80






